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April 2016 

 

Response to the Report of the UN Secretary-General for the World Humanitarian Summit 

“ONE HUMANITY: SHARED RESPONSIBILITY” 

 

Joined here by the undersigned civil society organizations around the world, the NGO Committee on Migration 

warmly welcomes the UN Secretary-General’s Report for the World Humanitarian Summit (WHS)1.   

We highly commend the Secretary-General for the extensive, inclusive and collaborative WHS consultative 

process. Together with other reviews and international reform processes, the consultations informed the 

identification in the report of the five core responsibilities that we strongly agree are critical to delivering better 

for humanity (21).  

Above all – we emphatically applaud the inclusion of the central theme of the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) in the report’s Core Responsibility Three: Leave no one behind.  

The Istanbul Summit in May 2016 represents an opportunity that must be seized to renew the commitment of the 

international community to humanity and to engage collectively to confront the challenges of our time. As the 

report notes, among today’s greatest challenges is the protection and empowerment of the millions of 

people displaced by conflict, economic inequality and environmental disaster, who are on the move in 

search of safety and a better life. We applaud the Secretary-General’s call for change that reaches the most 

vulnerable, marginalized and furthest behind; that gives voice to affected peoples and to local organizations; and 

promotes self-reliance rather than dependence on assistance. 

We agree that the World Humanitarian Summit provides a first test of the international community’s 

commitment to transform the lives of those most at risk of being left behind (21), including displaced persons, 

refugees, migrants, stateless persons, women and girls and other groups and minorities in crisis settings.  

With conflict in Syria and continuing crises of violence in Afghanistan, Central and East Africa, Eritrea, Iraq, 

Myanmar and elsewhere, the number of refugees has reached levels not seen since World War II. Further exodus, 

especially of young people fleeing poverty, violence, environmental degradation and climate change in Africa, 

Latin America and Asia, shows no sign of diminishing in the near future. In the experience of our members and 

partners on the ground around the world, many of the humanitarian needs and challenges posed by human 

mobility are shared by refugees and migrants together, including in mixed migration, in risky migratory journeys 

across sea and land borders, and after arrivals in situations where refugees as well as migrants are often 

                                                           
1 Established in 2006, the NGO Committee on Migration is a global coalition of 50 networks and organizations of civil 
society working to protect and promote the human rights of migrants, on the ground and in advocacy at the UN, 
international, national and grass roots levels. 
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undocumented as well as unwanted. The pledge to leave no one behind has placed a new obligation on all of us 

to reach all those in such situations. 

We therefore strongly support the Secretary-General’s call to: 

 better address the causes of displacement, including long-standing inequalities (3), xenophobia (32), 

closed borders (32); and ecological disaster; 

 support the call for political solutions to international crises, including civil strife and war (27); 

 secure commitments at the WHS from states who have not yet signed on to major international 

human rights instruments, including the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1990 Migrant Worker 

Convention (69); 

 bridge the humanitarian and development divide, especially for refugees in camps or outside of 

them for protracted periods (73); 

 effectively and systematically investigate allegations of serious human rights violations and 

responsibly prosecute perpetrators (64);  

 include local, marginalized, vulnerable people in assessing needed/required change and assistance to 

promote self-reliance rather than dependence on aid (14); 

 address forced displacement as part of sustainable development, both within states and across 

borders (84); 

 establish a new framework on equitable responsibility-sharing to respond to large scale refugee 

movements (87); 

 provide adequate support to host countries (89);   

 ensure that the UN General Assembly’s “High-Level Meeting on Addressing Large Movements of 

Refugees and Migrants” (UNGA 19 September 2016 Summit) is a “transformative moment” (90). 

We strongly support the Secretary-General’s call for the international community to devise a collective and 

comprehensive response to displacement, migration and mobility based on enhanced cooperation among 

countries of origin, transit, and destination, including along migratory routes (91). 

We support invoking the 2030 Agenda—especially its #29—as a partial framework to: 

 address multiple causes of forced migration such as poverty, lack of livelihood, persecution, war and 

conflict, ethnic discrimination, natural and human-made disasters and environmental degradation;  

 recognize, publicize, and strengthen the development outcomes of migration; 

 reduce migration’s human and financial costs; 

 facilitate safe, orderly and regular migration with full respect for the human rights and the humane 

treatment of migrants, regardless of migration status; 

 provide greater opportunities for family reunification, humanitarian visas and protection for those 

who do not fall under the 1951 Refugee Convention (92). 

In the Annex to his report, the Secretary-General has proposed an Agenda for Humanity, 

including actions under “Core Responsibility Three” to leave no one behind (ps. 54-57.) 

On Actions to reduce and address displacement:  

We recommend that the actions to reduce and address displacement apply to forced displacement across borders 

as well as to forced internal displacement. We urge that forced displacement be addressed now and reduced 

by at least 50% by 2020, rather than by 2030.  

We recommend: 

 recognizing displaced people as economic contributors; 

 directing international financial resources towards national and local systems that address the needs 

of displaced persons and their host communities; 
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 ensuring that humanitarian and development actors work across institutional divides in multi- year 

frameworks to end aid dependence and promote self-reliance in displaced populations; 

 developing a framework for predictable responsibility- sharing to address major movements of 

refugees, expressly including all forced migrants, and that this be taken forward in advance of the 

UNGA 19 September 2016 Summit; 

 financing both for collective outcomes and the harmonizing of costs and standards which will not 

remove funds from NGOs on the front lines or deflect the focus of humanitarian aid on the most 

vulnerable; 

 allowing all migrants and refugees, including stateless persons and those forcibly constrained to or 

warehoused in centers or camps, to gain access to international relief agencies,  healthful nutrition 

and clean water, adequate shelter, health, education, and access to decent work; 

 enhancing support to provide for the educational, social, psychological, and physical needs of 

children, youth, adolescents, and older persons; 

 providing additional services at all levels for the unprecedented number of unaccompanied migrant 

and refugee children while they are in transit, after settlement in refugee camps, placement in third 

countries, and elsewhere. 

On Actions to protect and empower women and girls: 

Mindful of the Secretary-General’s recognition of the requirement to both empower and protect female refugees 

and migrants of all ages from sexual and other violence, we strongly support the importance of education for all 

women, providing them with access to labor markets, and giving them information and counseling on health 

issues. 

We urge that specific reference be made to the protection of all migrant women and girls, including in their 

capacity as migrant worker. 

On Actions to eliminate gaps in education for children: 

We recommend that the educational needs of the youngest children (ages 1 – 5) be ensured, particularly for 

refugees, and including those who are stateless and those detained in refugee camps. 

In addition, we recommend the following: 

 that the five core responsibilities be embraced and their corresponding goals be pursued by states 

with the support of the international community as a whole and in close collaboration with civil 

society actors and organizations; in particular, with migrants, refugees and diaspora; 

 that the framework of the WHS be strengthened through specific commitments and pledges to action, 

recommendations as to existing promising practices, and coherent mechanisms for follow up, 

assessment, and accountability; 

 that the Secretary-General’s Report for the WHS become one of the principal reference documents 

for the UNGA 19 September 2016 Summit. 

In concluding his report, the Secretary-General declares that the World Humanitarian Summit must be the 

occasion for an “Istanbul moment” in which we firmly commit to the unity and cooperation needed to confront 

the major challenges facing the world and our responsibilities to prevent and end suffering (169). However, as 

the Secretary-General emphasizes, the test of our commitment to humanity does not lie in the outcome of 

the WHS alone, but in the refugee and displaced persons camps in Darfur, Kenya, and the Middle East; 

and in the refugee and migrant boats adrift in the Mediterranean and Andaman Seas (179). 

We stand in strong support of the United Nations and the Agenda for Humanity. We share the belief of the UN 

Secretary-General that the blue flag of the United Nations continues to offer hope, protection and inspiration, as 

it has in the past seven decades, and we urge all stakeholders to make the first ever World Humanitarian 

Summit truly an “Istanbul moment.”  
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Signing in support: 

(Organization names will be added here 19 April - please click to sign.) 
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