
To the Marists of Aleppo, 

 

On the occasion of the holidays, I would like to wish you and your families a 

merry and blessed Christmas and a new year full of health and joy. 

 

I would like to thank you and to express my gratitude for all that you have given us 

over the last few years. You were, and still are, the example of sincere friendship 

and the care of others. You have shown us, and to everyone, that you are true 

brothers who do not make any distinction about religion or confession. We are 

proud of your friendship and grateful to live with you under the same sky; feelings 

that we inherited from our fathers and ancestors and that we will bequeath to our 

children because you deserve our respect and love. 

 

Blessed be your affiliation, you the Marists, to Mary; because the Virgin Mary 

gave birth to the Lord of Love and Peace, our Lord Issa (Editor note: Jesus is 

called Issa among Muslims) peace on him. If we are proud to have been part of this 

Marist fraternity in recent years, we want to remain, if God willing, your Muslim 

marist brothers. This is how we lived and will continue to live until we die. 

 

My dear brothers, the Marists, each tragedy has two faces. The dark side of the 

Syrian tragedy was war, suffering and sadness. But the bright face was you, all of 

you, without exception. Your behavior, your compassion and your smile have 

given us hope and brought joy to our children. With love and humanity, you were 

with us during the greatest tragedy we experienced: the serious illness that took 

away my wife who, until the end, was grateful to you and specially to doctor Nabil 

Antaki so humane and so wise. 

 

If, as usual, with your modesty, you say that all the help provided and distributed 

by you does not come from you, I would answer you, anyway, that the love is you, 

the smile is you, the good manners are you, the respect for others is you. You have 

distributed the help, provided (partially) by others, in the best way. You have 

taught us a wonderful lesson: that charity is made with a smile and respect for 

others.  

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Send my greetings and 

my thanks to all your collaborators and donors in Syria or abroad. 

I hope this letter will touch your hearts as it comes out of mine 

 

Your brother Salah S. 

 

Aleppo on December 21, 2018 


